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ness beyond the power of hell and devils to infuse,
is a point too curious to dwell upon here, we may
meet with it again in our way.

It may be true, and we have good reason to say
we find it so, that the Devil greedily embraced the
proposal; and like the king of Spain, when Colum-
bus brought him the first news of a new world in
America offered to his government, and adding a
new empire to his dominion; he whose ambition
had before grasped the whole world in imagination,
yet greedily accepted the discovery, how mean so-
ever the discoverer was. Thus Satan, however out-
witted and outsinned by the dexterity of men, being
showed a way of insulting his Maker (his darling
sin, and the height of his ambition) which he never
thought of before, though perhaps secretly disdain-
ing to be outshot in his own bow, yet greedily em-
braced the discovery, embarks in the scheme, and
prompts the wicked contrivers to go on with it,
with the utmost application.

It may be asked of me, why I will insist upon this
matter in a treatise of magic; that this relates to
the atheists, not to magicians, and that by the
same rule, all enthusiasms, heresies, and mysterious
things in religion, as well as in science, may be rated
in the same class, and be called by the same name,
and so we shall make a magic of religion at last.

But let a short answer suffice to this weak objec-
tion ; all errors in religion are not equally diabolic,
no, nor equally mischievous; and as I have said
above, that this seems to be of an original deeper
than hell, and out of the reach of the Devil; so, as
far as it is a crime which derives from the man as
an independent, and acting the Devil by himself, I
think it must have the height of human imagination
and invention in it, and so may be called magical,
as magic is a science or art of doing superlative
evil.